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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

1 . The Applicant's amendment received on July 16, 2004 is acknowledged and 
entered. The Applicant has amended claims 1-3, 7-10, 13-17, 19-24 and 26-28, 
cancelled claims 29-34 and added new claims 35-46. Currently claims 1-28 and 35-46 
are pending for examination. 



Response to Arguments 

2.1. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, pages 10-1 1, filed on July 16, 2004, with 
respect to provisional double patenting rejection of claims 1-34 under 35 U.S.C. 101 as 
claiming the same invention as that of claims 1-34 of co-pending Application No. 
09/770522 have been fully considered and are persuasive in view of the amendments 
made to claims 1-28, and cancellation of claims 29-34 in the instant application and 
cancellation of claims 1-34 of the co-pending application 09/770522 and therefore this 
rejection is withdrawn. 

2.2. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, pages 10-11, filed on July 16, 2004, with 
respect to the objection to Drawings have been fully considered and are persuasive in 
view of the submission of new replacement drawings on July 16, 2004. The objection to 
Drawings has been withdrawn. 

2.3. The objection to claims 29-34 is withdrawn as these claims are cancelled. 
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2.4. Applicant's arguments, see Remarks, pages 11-13, filed on July 16, 2004, with 
respect to rejection of claims 1-28 under 35 U.S.C. 112. second paragraph have been 
fully considered and are persuasive in view of the amendments made to claims 1 , 8, 15 
and 28 and therefore this rejection is withdrawn. 

2.5. Applicant's arguments with respect to amended claims 1-28 and new claims 35- 
46 have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection 
necessitated due to amended claims 1-3, 7-10, 13-17, 19-24, 26-28, and added new 
claims 35-46 . 



Objection to Claims 

3. Claim 6 is objected to for minor formalities. Claim 6 recites the term, "in claim 1 
wherein said preset time" and there is insufficient antecedent basis for "said present 
time" in claim 1. It seems that there is a typographical error and "claim 1" in claim 6 
should be replaced by— claim 2--. Appropriate correction is required. Claim 6 will be 
treated accordingly further on merits. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
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(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

1. Claims 1-3, 6, 8-10, 13, 15-17, 20; 22-24, 27, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39-41, 44 
and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bezos et al. (US 
Patent 6,029,141), hereinafter referred to Bezos. 

Regarding currently amended claiml, Bezos discloses a method, 
employing a browser in data communication over a network with a server, for 
determining a price of a product, said server having a plurality of addresses associated 
therewith (see FIG.1 at least which shows an architecture including reference number 
"112" a browser, reference number "152" a database including a plurality of addresses 
in the form of shopping cart data structures and a web site "1 16" including a server for 
determining a price of a product) , said method comprising: 

displaying information concerning said product in a browser window, said 
information including on a first offered price data of said product, agreeing to said first 
offered price data by transmitting said information to the server for storage in said a 
sub-portion of said plurality of server addresses wherein the sub-portion of said plurality 
of server addresses are associated with an identification code corresponding to a user 
of the browser, wherein the agreed to offered price data defines agreed price data (see 
at least FIG.1, col. 7, line 51-col.8, line 31, which discloses displaying information about 
a selected product, such as price inventory, etc and the user shows agreement for 
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accepting this price by selecting it and transmitting to a customer " shopping cart" which 
is a customer specific data structure associated with a n identification code in the form 
of a cookie which identifies a specific customer and the shopping cart which 
corresponds to a sub-portion of said plurality of server addresses [ plurality of server 
addresses refer to plurality customer specific shopping carts stored at the merchant web 
site] and the selected product information including the offered price, which becomes 
agreed price data on selection and transmission to shopping cart are stored in the 
server. Also see col. 12, lines 19-44 and col. 13, line 9-col.15, line 60); and 

changing said agreed price data to said a second offered price data in response 
to an event (see at least col. 1 2, lines 1 9-26, " allows the customer to add the selected 

product to the shopping cart (described below). The Web server 132 also serves Web pages (including 
dynamically-generated pages) that display and allow the customer to edit the contents of the 
shopping cart, .... "col.15, lines 16-60 and col. 17, lines 30-37, " The ISBN for each edition 

(hardcover, paperback, book on tape) is displayed on the detail page for that book Remember-you 

may change which books you list whenever you like. You won't need our permission and it's not even 
necessary to advise us of the changes-they'll be automatically detected and commissioned properly. ". 

Bezos allows to make changes to their selections stored in the shopping carts and 

these changes in the shopping carts correspond to an event in response to which the 

earlier stored agreed price data will change to another or second offered price data. See 

examples illustrated in Bezos (col.15, lines 16-60) the user selects books and store 

information including price about the selected books in the shopping cart. Bezos allows 

user to make a change in the selections made earlier and stored in the shopping cart, 
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wherein these changes made to his earlier selections would inherently result to a new 
offered price data for the changed selection of books.). 

Regarding claim 2, Bezos further discloses that the method as recited in claim 1 
wherein said event is a predetermined event that includes expiration of a preset amount 

of time (see at least col. 8, lines 2-6, " each shopping cart persists on the site 106 for an 

extended period of time [such as one week] following the most recent access by the customer, allowing 
the customer to conduct extended shopping sessions... The expiration of customer specific 

shopping cart within a week if the customer does not access it within a week's time to 
make a change I his selections corresponds to change in data stored due to a 
predetermined event that includes expiration of a preset amount of time. 

Regarding claim 3, Bezos teaches that the method as recited in claim 1 wherein 
said event is a predetermined event that includes disassociating said information from 

said sub-portion of said plurality of addresses (see at least col. 8, lines 2-6, " each 

shopping cart persists on the site 106 for an extended period of time [such as one week] following the 
most recent access by the customer, allowing the customer to conduct extended shopping sessions.. . ". 

The expiration of customer specific shopping cart within a week if the customer does not 
access it within a week's time to make a change in his selections corresponds to a 
predetermined event that includes disassociating said information from said sub-portion 
of said plurality of addresses because the shopping cart, the data structure which 
included the earlier information will not exist in the shopping cart database. 
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Regarding claim 6, Bezos discloses that the method as recited in claim 2 wherein 

said preset time is in a range of one to ten days (see at least col.8, lines 2-6, " each 

shopping cart persists on the site 106 for an extended period of time [such as one week] following the 
most recent access by the customer, allowing the customer to conduct extended shopping sessions.. . ". 

Note: The example of preset time "such as one week" falls within the claimed range of 1 
to 10 days.). 

Regarding claim 35, Bezos discloses that the method of claim 1 wherein said 
event corresponds to a change in a specification of said product (see at least col. 12, 

lines 1 9-26, " The Web server 132 also serves Web pages (including dynamically-generated 

pages) that display and allow the customer to edit the contents of the shopping cart, .... 

"col. 15, lines 16-60 and col. 17, lines 30-37, " The ISBN for each edition (hardcover, paperback, 

book on tape) is displayed on the detail page for that book Remember-you may change which 

books you list whenever you like. You won't need our permission and it's not even necessary to advise 
us of the changes-they'll be automatically detected and commissioned properly. ". Note: making 

changes to their selections stored in the shopping carts implies a change in selection of 

a book by changing ISBN number or title or a paperback instead of hard cover and such 

changes correspond to a change in specification.). 

Regarding claims 8-10, 13, 15-17, 20, 22-24, 27, 36-41, 44 and 46, their 
limitations are closely parallel to the limitations of claims 1-3, 6 and 35 and are therefore 
analyzed and rejected as being anticipated by Bezos based on same rationale. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4.1. Claims 4-5, 11-12, 18-19, 25-26, and 42-43 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Wolfe. 

Regarding claims 4-5, Bezos as applied to claim 1 teaches a method, employing 
a browser in data communication over a network with a server, for determining a price 
of a product, said server having a plurality of addresses associated therewith. Bezos 
further teaches that his invention though described by way of certain preferred 
embodiments, such as the products are books , they should not limit the scope of his 
invention (see at least col. 16, lines 43-48). The product in Bezos could cover any item 
other than books as well. It has also been analyzed earlier in claims 1 and 35 that 
changing said agreed price takes place in response to an event such as change in 
specifications, that is varying characteristics of the information of the product already 
stored in the shopping cart that is sub-portion of the plurality of addresses in the web 
server. However, Bezos does not explicitly disclose that the product information 
corresponds to an automobile. However, in the field of same endeavor, that is 
conducting electronic commerce of buying and selling products online, Wolfe teaches 
displaying information corresponding to characteristics of an automobile (see at least 
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Figs 14-16 and col. 10, line 15-col.11, line 24, 



In one example, FIG. 14 



generally illustrates an example of a used vehicle search request for an Acura 3.5RL Clicking on a 
hypertext link 1402 using a pointing device such as a mouse, or the like, may advantageously display 



comprising a new vehicle purchase request record according to one embodiment of the invention. Fifteen 
fields are illustrated comprising new vehicle purchase request identification number 702, submit time 
stamp 704, dealer identification number 706, vehicle make 708, vehicle model 710, vehicle model year 
712, purchase time frame 714, vehicle specifics 716, requested accessories 718, requested aftermarket 
products 720"). 

In view of Wolfe, it would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art, 
at the time of the applicant's invention, to have modified Bezos to incorporate the 
feature of displaying characteristics of an automobile because it will allow the users to 
conduct extended sessions for automobile purchases and obtain competitive prices for 
automobiles , as per their choice, from different online sources, while interrupting the 
sessions and storing the displayed information on automobiles in the customer specific 
shopping cart on the web site for some time, such as seven days, which would enable 
them to think over various offers, compare them in order to make an informed 
purchased decision to purchase or not to purchase an automobile from the convenience 
of his office desk or home. 



another web page as generally illustrated by FIG. 15 



FIG. 7 illustrates a set of information fields 



Regarding claims 11-12, 18-19, 25-26, and 42-43, their limitations are closely 
parallel to the limitations of claims 4-5 and are therefore analyzed and rejected as being 
unpatentable over Bezos in view of Wolfe based on same rationale. 
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4.2. Claims 7, 14, 21 , 28 and 45 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Bezos in view of the reference Franklin. 

Regarding claim 7, Bezos, as applied to claim 1, teaches a method, employing a 
browser in data communication over a network with a server, for determining a price of 
a product. It ahs already been analyzed in claim 1 that Bezos teaches that the said 
information about a product includes information on price (see at least col. 7, lines 51- 
60; information on product price corresponds to MSRP) and that in response to an 
event such as changing the selection of book will vary this stored price which 
corresponds to the agreed price data only independently of taxes. Bezos does not 
explicitly disclose that said information includes taxes associated with a geographic 
region. However, Franklin, in the field of same endeavor, that is of conducting 
purchasing and selling products on www teaches that product information includes 

taxes associated with a geographic region (see at least col. 15, lines 12-24, " The 

commerce server 130 performs two primary tasks.. ..retrieves various data items in connection with a 
product... .price, expiration date, tax, and shipping charges... .". Note: taxes and shipping charges 

are calculated as applicable for the geographic location, where the item is to be 
shipped. Franklin teaches collecting the information about the shipping address (see 

col. 1 5, lines 47-51 , " shipping address data 142, all of which has been selectively stored. . . ."). In 

view of Franklin, it would have been obvious to one of an ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the applicant's invention to have modified Bezos to incorporate the feature of 
including taxes associated with a geographic location, where the goods are to be 
shipped because , as indicated in Franklin, by providing/calculating the shipping cost 
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information inclusive of taxes before the user decides to purchase the item will enable 
the user to make an informed purchase decision, specially when this shipping cost may 
differ from one merchant to another. 

Regarding claims 14, 21 , 28 and 45, their limitations are closely parallel to the 
limitations of claim 7 and is therefore analyzed and rejected as being unpatentable over 
Bezos in view of Franklin based on same rationale. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

(a) US Patent 6,671 , 716 B1 to Diedrichsen et al. discloses a system and a 
method for processing an extended transaction for an end-user in a client-server data 
processing system including a server and a plurality of clients, such that an end-user 
can interrupt a transaction and can later start the interrupted transaction where he left 
(see at least col.2, line 18- col. 3, line 62). 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
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TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yogesh C Garg whose telephone number is 703-306- 
0252. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F(8:30-4:00). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on 703-308-1344. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). . 




Yogesh (5 Garg 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3625 



YCG/November 16, 2004 
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